San Diego deck specialist Joe Wood cringes
when be sees plain square decks with no soul—
and you should, too. See how he crafls
“outdoor rooms” with subtle extras and the
strong character that homeowners deserve.
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“I approach my
design as an artist.
Most builders have
lost the old ways.
learn a lot of
things from old
resources, [rom
early on. And I was
fortunate to
apprentice under
some ‘old timers’
when 1 started out.
It’s a lost art. For
instance. il you
sheath the bottoms
of posts with a 2-
inch copper strip.
it forms a potent
fungicide as it
oxidizes, and the
}"I'-"J'-‘il' 'ﬁ"'f'“"l ot at
the ground. That’s
a thing from
ancient times,”
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“A well-designed
deck should be like
an outdoor room.
and | don’t mean

n empty rectangle.
I like to have
areas’ on my
decks: social a
sun and shade
areas: a place to sit
and relax: areas lor
a view, il there is
one; and private
areas, especially
there is a spa. You
rnanlhrm*unnm
with Hh'ph,
multilevels.
screening. seating
and planters.
Overhead
structures. railings.
and trelliswork add
interest and
architectural detail
and also hn_'l}_n to

define a

L ‘:h____[
i =
= { |-
]
¥ i
-~ Jagh | s
L, e
1
£
oy | Bt 1 11]
B
L]
DECHK
FLCE
L
=1k
A
1
it =
X jLe
i, |
L
k ad
17 |
10
1 1
|
e
i A
ez |

v s §

1" PIPE FRAME TO
SUPPORT MATTING

Rl EEE T

AND GLUE
TO SECURE

Y-, DOWELS
I

[

|

I | posT

SET Bx6 POSTS
IN CONCRETE
BELOW FROST LINE

dxd POST = 1
AND CAP o -_-];

OET QN DECK
AND SPACE
OTHERS

EVENLY o)

x5 DECKING

1000

2xf BAND JOHST

HAMBOO- AND-REED
MATTING

a-10° -

Bx8 POSTS
ARE 80"

ZxB JDISTS 16" 0.,




‘Deck specialist Joa Wood “floated" this Japanese-style deck on a gravel
lake. He fashioned the Shinto-style railings after an ancient temple he saw

lift. Rather than come up with somethin
old basics from Japanese style, such as focal points and se
“I consider Japanese style the ultimate for outdoor projects
the Shinto style whose goals are punity and simplicity, qualities
in modermn life,”
Often, every stone |
times aren't obvious.
This 14x=14-foot deck 5 good because sealing is
best view. It has an overhead structure to create a safe, enclosed feeling

adrift on it, creating a big sense of relaxation in a small yard.
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dribbles onto the comfortable new redwood deck

behind this San Diego home. In an area where an open gathening space

could get blasted by the sun, Wood's design of this deck and landscape
. resort-style setting.

The deck floats on a gravel lake and includes the extra touches of a
mounded “bons and™ and three island stones, Though only 14 feet,
the d offers contoured benches with tabletops and yields enough open
space for a group of people, a hammock, or a p ea for children. A
low Shinto-style railing defines the deck without closing it in.

Wood built a fujidana { Japanese-style post-and-beam arbor) over the deck.

ds the sun and al efines the
ited to open up an unused area that
5. “MNow the deck describes an area to sit and
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“For a beautiful deck.
ask a lumber-center
manager (o recom-
mend at least two
builders who design
as well as build.
Listen to their ideas
and hopefully, find a
builder enthusiastic
about your project.
It’s important to put
money into tlrr-.:-iign.
Custom doesn’t
always mean ‘grand
and expensive.

You can have a
f_"l'l".‘" HIIIII"{"I' CUStoIn
deck at the same cost
as a big-but-ugly

deck.”

-

MW MIE R0 Eie R

RyE EilE
bt G0

ElE EiE Bls

iz

11/ REa xE :
[BEVEL IS 112" AT POINT ==y SR
AMD ¢ AT EDGE o i i B
16'-8 DA
B e i e
20-0 : b} a3
dxd u ! | 50
£ = AILS 2K iy
4 / i | 1]
POSTS ; s JOIST
F 1x2s HOLD| | [ fa—— DECKING 4 M soiat
LATTICE 2 T BAMD
1M PLACE | = e =
| e X e : E
“onp, | [ BIZEASPER 8PA ¥ "SR = =
R SPECIFICATIONS 1 : 2
- e :
b 4 i ']
:. 128
g A
ST ot 40 - _
18 Y ADD SUPPORT AS PER Flr
; SITE REQUIREMENTS gan i M
\La 2x6s 2x8 JOIST BAND -
3x12 STEP |
















